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ELVETHAM HEATH PRIMARY SCHOOL

Elvetham Heath Primary School is committed to creating a safe, focused, and child-centred
learning environment. In line with our commitment as a Smartphone Free Childhood school, we
strictly limit pupils’ access to mobile phones during the school day. This policy supports pupil
wellbeing, safeguarding, positive behaviour, and effective learning.

Aims and Responsibilities

This policy aims to:

« Promote children’s social, emotional, and mental wellbeing
e Reduce distractions to learning

« Minimise safeguarding and online safety risks

e Encourage face-to-face interaction and play

« Clarify expectations for pupils, parents, and staff

All EHPS staff will consistently enforce the school’s policy on the use of mobile phones to ensure
that it is show the same importance and fairness across the school. The headteacher, and other
authorised staff members, will have the power to search a pupil or their possessions where they
have reasonable grounds to suspect that a pupil is in possession of a prohibited item.
Smartphones and similar devices will be deemed as prohibited items that may be searched for in
line with the Behaviour for Learning Policy. Staff have a responsibility to report any incidents
regarding mobile phones to a member of the Senior Leadership Team.

All staff have a responsibility to share this policy, as required, with the children in their class if any
isolated incidents were to occur during the academic year. Safe use of devices, including mobile
phones, is covered in PSHE and Computing lessons throughout the school. Children are also
taught the benefits of having a screen-free/mobile phone-free environment and are encouraged to
see such an environment as desirable and valuable. As the only children permitted to have brick
phones on site, Year 6 teaching staff will ensure that Year 6 children are clear on the rules set out
in this policy and the consequences for not following it at the beginning of each academic year.
This will also be shared with parents in the welcome meeting that is held at the beginning of the
academic year.

General Rules on Mobile Phones

Mobile phones are not permitted in school for pupils in Reception to Year 5. Any children who are
in these year groups and are found to have a mobile phone on them, will have the device removed
and it will be stored in the office. In the first instance, the phone will be returned to the child at the
end of the school day. If this persists, a phone call will be made to parents/carers and it must be
collected by one of them at the end of the school day.

From January 2026, children in Year 6 may bring a brick-style mobile phone into school, and only
when this is necessary (e.g. to prepare children for the transition to secondary school, if required).



In line with being a Smartphone Free Childhood school, smartphones are not permitted under
any circumstances.*

Year 6 pupils who choose to bring brick phones into school must keep them switched off in school
bags as soon as they come onto school site, they should not be taken out at any point during the
school day and should only be removed once they have left the site and the end of the day.

For the purposes of this policy, a permitted phone, following the Smartphone Free Childhood is:

e A basic ‘feature’ phone

« No internet access

« No social media capability

e No camera, or a very limited camera function
o No games or apps

Smartphones, smartwatches with internet access, or devices capable of social media, messaging
apps, or web browsing are not permitted. A list of recommended devices are available at
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/alternatives . The final decision as to whether a device is
allowed remains at the discretion of the school and headteacher.

Mobile phone rules continue to apply for after school events where the children attend
independently e.g. discos.

Parents are reminded that in cases of emergency the school office remains a vital and appropriate
point of contact and can ensure your child is reached quickly and assisted in any appropriate way.

Educational visits and trips

For day trips, the same rules will apply for Year 6 children who bring mobile phones into schools.
They must remain switched off in school bags until they leave the school site at the end of the day.
No phone is permitted to be taken on residential trips in Year 4 or Year 6.

Breaches of the Policy

If a pupil brings an unauthorised device (including a smartphone) or misuses a permitted phone
during the school day, the device will be confiscated and will be kept in the office.. Parents/carers
will be contacted to explain why the device has been confiscated and to signpost them to this
policy on the website. At the end of the school day, the phone will be returned to the child with a
brief reminder of the rules we expect them to follow.

If the phone is seen outside the classroom after the end of the school day but still on school site, it
will also be confiscated in line with the policy and a parent/carer will be contacted to collect the
device.

During after school events where children attend independently e.g. discos, the phone will be
confiscated, labelled and kept in a safe space until the end of the event.

Repeated breaches may result in the withdrawal of permission for the pupil to bring a phone in to
school at the discretion of the headteacher.

Safequarding and Privacy




As mobile phones should not be out of children’s bags whilst on school site, pupils must not take
photographs, videos, or audio recordings. We ask that this continues once children are off school
premises to safeguard and protect the children whilst they are wearing school uniform.

Any misuse of a mobile phone that raises a safeguarding concern will be dealt with in line with the
school’s Safeguarding Policy. The school reserves the right to search devices if there is a
safeguarding concern.

Loss or Damage

When students enter the school grounds the school takes no responsibility for mobile phones.
Mobile phones are brought to school entirely at the owner's risk. The school accepts no
responsibility for replacing lost, stolen, or damaged mobile phones. Where phones have been
confiscated and in the school’s possession, reasonable care will be taken and they will be stored
in an appropriate place in the office.

*Equality and Inclusion

We recognise that some pupils may require adjustments to this policy due to specific needs or
circumstances (e.g. medical or safeguarding reasons). Any exceptions will be agreed in advance
with the Headteacher/SENDCo. Although adjustments may be made for specific needs, it is
important that individual pupils are aware that they are not exempt from all restrictions and clear
rules should be set in place, aiming to stay in line with this policy as much as possible.

Parental Support

In line with this policy, we ask parents and carers to support the schools’ Smartphone Free
Childhood commitment and ensure that any phone that is brought into school meets the criteria as
set out in this policy. Please also ensure that if your child is bringing a phone into school, you
discuss safe and responsible use of the phone in line with this policy. Children and parents will be
expected to agree with the terms set out in this policy in line with the Responsible Use of ICT
Agreement.

Monitoring and Review

This policy will be reviewed annually by the leadership team and governing body, or sooner if
required due to changes in guidance or school practice.

This policy should be read in conjunction with the school’s Safeguarding and Child
Protection policies, Behaviour for Learning Policy, Data Protection Policy and Online

Safety Policy.
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